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ATTACHMENT 57 ‐ GLOUCESTER COUNTY 
LETTER TO PAULSBORO REGARDING 

EOP RECERTIFICATION AND 

RESPONSE TO NTSB QUESTIONS 



Below are your questions followed by our answers in red. 

1. Copies of Quarterly Program status reports submitted to the State Office of 
Emergency Management that specifically discuss the emergency preparedness of 
the Borough of Paulsboro. 

We do not maintain quarterly status reports of the emergency preparedness of 
Paulsboro 

2. Please confirm the name of the Paulsboro Emergency Management Coordinator 
that coordinates with your Department. Your website 
(http://www.co.gloucester.nj.us/depts/e/emeresponse/ememanage/ememanage.asp 
states that it is Glenn Roemmich. 

Correct, Mr. Roemmich is the last named EMC 

3. Please provide a chronology (with detailed dates) of the history of EOP 
submissions and correspondence with the Borough of Paulsboro regarding their 
submiss ions. Also, please provide copies of correspondence with the Paulsboro 
Emergency Management Coordinator regarding the Paulsboro Emergency 
Operations Plans (EOP) and its review. 

Attachment 1. We sent Paulsboro a letter reminding them their plan was due for 

recertification and what steps needed to be taken to recertify. All discussions with 

Paulsboro regarding EOP status were conducted verbally. 

4. Please provide clarification regarding your website 
(http://www .co. gloucester. nj .us/depts/e/emeresponse/ememanage/emeops.asp) 

which states that the Paulsboro EOP has been expired since Ju ly 31, 2010. 

Correct 

5. Copies of HMA-4 and HMA-7 of the County of Gloucester Emergency Operations Plan, 

Annex H- Hazardous Materials Annex. 

Attachment 2 & 3 (taken from Annex) 

6. Please provide the date that the County of Gloucester Emergency Operations 
Plan, Annex H - Hazardous Materials Annex was approved by all signatories. Or 

please provide copy of signed and approved document. 

Attachment 4 

7. Oates and training plans for CBRNE training exercises conducted from 2011 

through 2012. attachment 5 & 6 



8. Details about the type of air monitoring equipment avai lable for the CBRNE team 

and their capabilities. 
Air monitor equipment: Rae Systems 

Area Raes 
Multi Rae 

All are 02, CO, H2S, LEL, and VOC. All team members are trained on all the 

meters. 

9. Are you serving in an appointed pos ition that is subject to approval from the State 

OEM (per NJSA Appendix A:9-42.1 )? 

Appointed by the Gloucester County Freeholder Board to a 3 year appointment. 

10. Over the past 2 years (2011-2012), have there been incidents where the level of 

response needed surpassed the municipal Fire Department's capabilities and the 

County was delegated all or part of the incident command? 

The County does not assume the Incident Command ro le at any incident. County 

assets have always worked under the direction of the local IC by providing 

technical ass istance to the response 

11. Officially, what was the classification category/level given to the Paulsboro 

derailment (per your EOP- Hazardous Materials Annex)? Was this a level II or 

ill incident? 

Level Ill 

12. Given that OxyVinyls and PolyOne are explicitly mentioned in the EOP

Hazardous Materials Annex, has the County established (or ever considered 

establishing) standard operating procedures (SOPs) for dealing with a vinyl 

chloride incident? 

We follow the DOT Emergency Response Guidebook, material safety data sheets, 

and reference materials available in response vehicles and available subject matter 

experts. 
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Gloucester County 
Emergency Support Function 10 (Hazardous Materials) 

HMA-7: HAZARDOUS MATERIALS TRAINING 

Page 34 

According to Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) Law 29-
CRF-1910.120, all personnel who come into contact with hazardous material 
during the normal course of their duties must have training specific to their level 
of involvement. The program established by the NJ OEM will be used in 
conjunction with other materials that meet OSHA standards. 

Training will be provided through the Gloucester County Fire Training Academy, 
the Gloucester County College Police Academy, and the New Jersey School of 
Medicine and Dentistry's EMT Training Program (which is offered within the 
County). Other courses will be made available through the Gloucester County 
OEM in conjunction with the HMAC (such as industrial on-site training, etc.). 

All new employees will be properly trained within thirty days of employment if 
they are expected to have any contact with hazardous materials. 

The following training levels have been targeted: 
Police = Awareness Level 
Fire = Awareness and Operational Levels 
EMS = EMS Basic 

The Gloucester County Office of Emergency Response has established an 
internal training program and has participated in assisting the training of police, 
fire, and EMS personnel within the County. 

The incident command system is the target program for training all emergency 
response personnel (especially the leadership in each department). 

Refresher training and exercises will be provided on an annual basis. 

Due to the nature of hazardous materials incidents, response speed is critical. 
Thus, in-place sheltering is often preferable to evacuation. Therefore, public 
warning procedures include notification to remain in.;.house with windows secure 
until it is safe to make an appropriate evacuation if necessary. This is being 
addressed in a County-wide training program through a brochure that is being 
prepared and distributed by the Gloucester County Hazardous Materials 
Advisory Council in conjunction with the OEM. 

(See Alerting, Warning and Communications Annex of the County Plan for a 
more detailed explanation.) 
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